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 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
 

Benefits Obtained during Our Recent Visit to The City of Shaikh Zaid bin Muhammad al Madkhali  

 (رمحه هللا تعاىل)

______________________________________________ 

Jamad al Awal 12- 13, 1435 | March 13-14, 2014 

 

During our recent visit to the city of Jizaan, the home of Shaikh Zaid al Madkhali رمحه هللا تعاىل, 

Allah blessed those visiting to come into the company of some of the scholars who were 

present, along with the students and family members of the Shaikh رمحه هللا تعاىل
 1
. During that 

visit, we took notes of some statements that were made by the scholars and some of the 

Shaikh’s students, and likewise events, which took place that we felt, would possibly benefit the 

Salafi communities in the west. 

From amongst those benefits: 

1. It was amazing to see how everyone in the city knew of the death of the Shaikh رمحه هللا 

 Being that we haven’t visited the city in over 10 years, the location of the Shaikh’s !تعاىل

home was not known to us, so while driving around the city, we asked normal (non-

                                                 
1 A few brothers questioned the permissibility of travelling for the purpose of attending a funeral, due to the fatwa of 
the scholars that mention that doing so is not supported by Quran, nor Sunnah. We firstly ask Allah to increase those 
brothers in eman and knowledge, and then we say: It’s important for a student to understand the speech of a scholar 
correctly, and it’s also important that the fatwa is applied correctly. Those scholars, the likes of Shaikh Muhammad bin 

Saleh al ‘Uthaymeen (رمحه اهلل تعاىل), have specifically spoken against travelling solely for the purpose of attending a 

funeral, but this speech does not apply to travelling with the intention of visiting the family and friends of someone 
who has died, for the purpose of giving condolences, and bringing ease to the family of the deceased person. Travelling 
for this purpose is allowed and the scholars have not spoken against it, which is the reason why a few scholars visited 
the family of Shaikh Zaid the following days after his death for the above purpose.  

Shaikh ‘Abdul Azeez bin Baaz (رمحه اهلل تعاىل) was asked: What is the ruling on travelling for the purpose of giving 

condolences to a relative or friend, and is it permissible to do so before the deceased person has been buried?  
The Shaikh responded: I do not know of any prohibition in travelling for the purpose of giving condolences to a relative 
or friend, for indeed doing so brings comfort to the family of the deceased, strengthens the relationship, and gives 
them ease. There is also no problem in doing so before the burial or after it, but the closer it is to the time of the 
death, then it is greater in easing the pain of the calamity. (Mejmo’ Fatawa of Shaikh ‘Abdul Azeez bin Baaz 13/376) 
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religious) people about the location of his home, and without delay or hesitation, they 

informed us exactly where it was located. There was even a man who had no signs of 

religion, but he said: He lives over there and ن شاء  هللا,إ   we will be praying over him today 

after Asr!  

This was a clear indication that the Shaikh رمحه هللا تعاىل
 
was known by the people of his city, 

which informs of their love and respect for him. This is how the scholars are amongst the 

people, and that is why the Prophet (صىل هللا عليه و سمل) said concerning them: 

 

ن إلعامل ليس تغفُر هل َمْن  إلسموإت ومن ىف إلأرض حىت إحليتاُن ىف إملاء يفإ   

 

“Everyone in the sky and everyone on earth supplicates for the scholar, even the fish within 

the sea.” (Sunan Abu Dawood and Jam’e of Tirmidhee) 

2. Another example of the people of the city’s love for him: While purchasing books in one 

of the local bookstores, we came across a new book of the Shaikh Zaid bin Muhammad 

Al Madkhali اهلل تعاىل رمحه  that was recently published. Upon approaching the cash register, 

the worker noticed that the book was not yet priced. He then said: The book is not yet 

priced, and thus I cannot sell it to you out of fear of taking more money than the actual 

price. We replied: We have come from far and we don’t want to leave without the book. 

Upon hearing this, the store worker said: He was my Shaikh just like he was yours! I 

will give the book to you as a gift and once I find out its price, I will pay for it myself. 

3. The Khutbah on the day of the Shaikh’s burial was delivered by Shaikh Muhammad bin 

Hadee al Madkhali تعاىل هللا حفظه . During the khutbah he spoke of the high status of the 

people of knowledge in Islam, and during the second part of the khutbah he mentioned 

the disappearance of knowledge by the passing away of the scholars, and then he 
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mentioned the name of Shaikh Zaid اهلل تعاىل رمحه  and the calamity of his death. At that 

moment, many people began to cry in the masjid which was full of students and family 

members of the Shaikh رمحه هللا تعاىل. Indeed it was a khutbah that will never be forgotten, 

and we ask Allah to reward Shaikh Muhammad bin Hadee  تعاىلحفظه هللا  for his lofty 

reminder which touched the hearts of the people. 

 

Link for the recording: http://www.sahab.net/forums/index.php?showtopic=142860 

 

Excerpt from the khutbah: 
 

Indeed the recent calamity which has befallen us regarding the death of the Imam of the Sunnah wal Jama’a in the 

southern province of Saudi Arabia, is a painful calamity. (This man was) the carrier of the flag of the Sunnah and 

propagation to Islam, knowledge and fiqh. Our scholar, the high esteemed scholar of fiqh, hadeeth, tafseer, and usool. 

Our scholar Shaikh Zaid bin Muhammad bin Hadee al Madkhali رمحه هللا تعاىل. May the Mercy of Allah be upon him and 

may He be pleased with him. He has returned to his Lord and Allah has chosen him to be closer to Him. Indeed we hope 

that what is with Allah is better for him, and he has certainly left behind much good1. Our calamity is tremendous, due 

to him passing away but we will only say what pleases Allah. From Allah we come, and to Allah we will return. The 

heart feels pain, and the eyes shed tears, but we will only say what is pleasing to Allah. Indeed we are deeply saddened 

that our scholar has departed from us. 

 

4. After the khutbah the students and family members were greeted by Shaikh Muhammad, 

Shaikh ‘Ali Hadadee تعاىلهللا  حفظهام  , and later by Shaikh Saleh al Suhaymee  تعاىلحفظه هللا , 

who also gave a khutbah in another masjid in the city on the same topic. 

                                                 
1 From the great blessings of Allah upon this Ummah is that He has decreed the following, as it relates to Shaikh Zaid: 

a. The Shaikh taught lessons up until the day before his death, which means the people, were able to benefit 
from him up until the last moments of his life. This is a wonderful blessing from Allah, which we have to be 

grateful and thankful for. Shaikh Ahmad al Najmi (رمحه اهلل تعاىل) was hospitalized and in a comma 1 year before he 

died, which meant that students were no longer able to benefit from him way before his death and the same 
for many other scholars who became very ill years before they died. 

b. For over 10 years now, Shaikh Zaid’s lessons have been broadcasted and recorded on his website 
(http://www.njza.net/)as well has Miraath.net. This means that students everywhere can continue to benefit 
from his works that he left behind (hundreds of lessons!). 

c. The Shaikh has published many books, and these books are available in Islamic bookstores all over the world. 

http://www.sahab.net/forums/index.php?showtopic=142860
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5. Thereafter, some of the students were invited to the house of Shaikh ‘Abdullah Najmi 

تعاىلحفظه هللا  , who is one of the senior students of Shaikh Zaid bin Muhammad Al 

Madkhali اهلل تعاىل رمحه , and who is also one of the well known students of Shaikh Ahmad 

al Najmi رمحه هللا تعاىل.  When we arrived at the Shaikh’s house, we were greeted by other 

students and by our noble brother Khalid Baqees and Shaikh Fowad al ‘Amri  حفظهم هللا

 .who were visiting from Jeddah تعاىل

6. While siting with the students of Shaikh Zaid اهلل تعاىل رمحه , we heard the following benefits, 

but before mentioning those benefits, we would like to say the following: 

 

We noticed the students and scholars mentioning much good about both Shaikh Ahmad al 

Najmi and Shaikh Zaid al Madkhali رمحهام هللا تعاىل, and indeed this brought smiles to our 

faces. When you hear how firm they were upon Tawheed and adherence to the Sunnah, it 

cools your heart because ن شاء  هللا,إ   this is an indication that they were upon good and that 

their reward with Allah will be great. Allah The Most High stated in His Glorious Book: 

 

ْحَسانُ 
ِ
ْلا إْْل

ِ
ْحَساِن إ

ِ
 َهْل َجَزإُء إْْل

{Is not the reward for good, except that one is given good.}  
{Surah al Rahman(55: 60)} 

 

Shaikh Muhammad Nasiru Deen al Albani تعاىل هللا رمحه , stated: The praise and the 

mention of good about the deceased person by a group of truthful Muslims, the lowest 

number of them being 2, and also the praise of the deceased by his religious neighbors 

who knew him, this is something that informs that the person will certainly enter into 

paradise. 
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From the evidences which he mentioned was the following: 

 

On the authority of Anas ريض هللا عنه, he said: A janazah passed in front of the Prophet 

 and the people were mentioning good about the deceased person. The ,(صىل هللا عليه و سمل)

people continued to mention good about him and say: To the best of our knowledge, 

this person loved Allah and His Messenger. Upon hearing this, the Prophet (  صىل هللا عليه

 said: Mandatory, mandatory, mandatory. Then another janazah passed in front of (و سمل

the Prophet (صىل هللا عليه و سمل), (but) the people were mentioning evil about him, and 

they continued to do so. They said: How evil a person this was in the religion of Allah. 

Upon hearing this, the Prophet (صىل هللا عليه و سمل) said: Mandatory, mandatory, 

mandatory. ‘Umar ريض هللا عنه then questioned the Prophet concerning his statements, 

‘Umar said: May my father and mother be ransomed for you! A janazah passed you and 

the people praised that person, whereupon you said: Mandatory, mandatory, mandatory. 

Then another janazah passed and the people spoke ill of him, whereupon you said: 

Mandatory, mandatory, mandatory.  

 

The Prophet (صىل هللا عليه و سمل) then responded: 

 

“Whomsoever you have mentioned good about, it is mandatory that this person enters 

Jennah, and whomsoever you have mentioned evil about, it is mandatory that he enters 

the Hell-fire. The angels are the witnesses of Allah in the heavens, and you are the 

witnesses of Allah upon the earth (in another narration: The believers are the witnesses 

of Allah upon the earth)…”  
(Sahih al Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, and others.) 
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Benefits from the Gathering: 

 

a. One of Shaikh’s students said: The relationship between Shaikh Ahmad and Shaikh 

Zaid  تعاىلرمحهام هللا  was very strong. He continued: I recall one year Hajj season was 

approaching, so we contacted Shaikh Zaid اهلل تعاىل رمحه  and tried to encourage him to 

perform Hajj that year. The Shaikh replied: I really don’t want to, but call Shaikh 

Ahmad رمحه هللا تعاىل
 

 and find out if he’s going. If he is, then I will go, and if not, then 

I won’t! 

b. Another student said: I remember one time we were travelling somewhere with the 

Shaikh, and while we (students) were all involved in talking and conversation, I 

noticed Shaikh Zaid اهلل تعاىل رمحه  was busy reciting Quran. 

c. Another student said: Yes, that is true. I witnessed the same. Then he said: I even 

recall one time while we (students) were all engaged in conversation, the Shaikh  رمحه

هلل تعاىلإ
 

 came over and handed us a book and said: Read this while you have free time.  

We all realized that he was trying to hint to us that we should stop conversing, and 

instead benefit from our time. 

d. Another student said: I swear by Allah, these 2 men were different! It was as if they 

were in another world especially when it came to prayer. When they prayed, they 

would take their time and pray with complete focus and concentration. Upon hearing 

this, Shaikh Fowad al ‘Amri حفظه هللا تعاىل said: This is why they were distinct and this 

is why they reached to their high levels! 

e. Another student said: Whenever Shaikh Zaid اهلل تعاىل رمحه  was late for lessons, he 

would instruct his son (Shaikh Muhammad bin Zaid) to begin the lesson. The 

student said: I remember this even from the time I was studying in middle school 

(junior high). 
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f. Before leaving the gathering, Shaikh Fowad al ‘Amri حفظه هللا تعاىل said to the students: 

By Allah, you should all gather these benefits from the life of the Shaikh Zaid اهلل  رمحه
 .and print them for the people to benefit from تعاىل

 

7. While eating lunch, Shaikh ‘Abdullah Najmi حفظه هللا تعاىل said to a brother from 

America: I have been informed that there are problems (discord) amongst the Salafis 

students in your country. The Shaikh continued to say: I will tell you something I have 

heard Shaikh Ahmad al Najmi say:  

بعدوإ إحلروب إلشخصية عن إدلعوة إىل هللا  إ 

Keep your personal wars away from the path of calling to Allah!
1
 

 

He also said: I am ready and willing to visit your country and sit with the brothers for 

the purpose of rectification between them.  

 

Comment: 

Although those present were unaware of the specific issue the Shaikh was referring to, 

indeed his effort to rectify between the Salafi callers in America is praiseworthy. This is 

based on the statement of Allah: 

 

َ َوأَْصِلُحوإ َذإَت بَيِْنُكْ  اُقوإ إَّللا  فَات

 

{Fear Allah, and rectify what has come between you.}  
{Surah al Anfal (8:1)} 

                                                 
1 Meaning: Do not allow personal issues and discord amongst the Salafi callers and students to disturb and interfere in 
their unity and cooperation in calling to Allah and teaching the people the religion.  
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Allah The Most High also stated in His Glorious Book: 

 

ْخَوةٌ فَأَْصِلُحوإ بَْْيَ أََخَويُْكْ 
ِ
اَما إلُْمْؤِمنُوَن إ ن

ِ
 إ

{Indeed the believers are brothers, so rectify what has come between your brothers.} 
{Surah al Hujurât(49: 10)} 

 

The Prophet Muhammad (صىل هللا عليه و سمل) said: 

 

َدقَِة قَالُوإ بىََل قَاَل َصََلُح َذإِت إلَْبْْيِ  ََلِة َوإلصا َياِم َوإلصا ِ ُُكْ ِبأَفَْضَل ِمْن َدَرَجِة إلص   أََْل أُْخِِبُ

 

“Should I not inform you of what is better in reward than fasting, prayer and charity? 

The companions replied: Yes oh Messenger of Allah! He said: Rectification between 

individuals.” Jam’e of Imam al Tirmidhee and declared authentic by Shaikh al Albani 

 

 

Comment: Many scholars mention that what is being referred to in the above hadith is 

the non-obligatory prayer, fasting and charity, not the obligatory. 

 

Shaikh Muhammad bin Saleh al ‘Uthaymeen رمحه هللا تعاىل stated: Know that indeed 

rectification between individuals who have discord between them is from the greatest 

forms of good deeds. (Sharh Riyadh al Saliheen) 

 

8. From amongst the benefits that we obtained while visiting the city is the importance of 

having an Islamic center and library near the masjid. This is was the case with Shaikh 

Zaid’s masjid. During our visit over 10 years ago, the library and learning center was not 

present at that time next to the masjid. It seems that the Shaikh Zaid اهلل تعاىل رمحه  was very 

keen on relocating it next to the masjid in order to make it easier for the students and 
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visitors to attend, and to allow them to have easy access to the masjid at the time of 

prayer.  This is an example for us in the West. We should try to establish our Islamic 

reading rooms/libraries and learning centers within, or close to the masjid for the 

aforementioned reasons. In the past, we have noticed that when the Islamic library or 

da’wah center is far from the masjid, and the prayer time enters, visitors to the library 

would establish their prayer within the library instead of commuting to the masjid. This 

could be avoided, had we established our centers and libraries near the masjid, as was 

done by Shaikh Zaid اهلل تعاىل رمحه  and many other scholars of today. 

9. The last benefit that we obtained during our visit was the sign that was posted on the 

doors of the masjid and the doors of the learning center. These signs contained the 

names of the scholars and teachers who taught in the masjid during the week. Alongside 

the names of the scholars and teachers, were their individual books that they are 

teaching. Beside each name, there was 1 book or 2 books except Shaikh Zaid اهلل تعاىل رمحه . 

Although he was the oldest of them all, he taught 10 books a week! Indeed this is the 

Barakat (bounties) of Allah upon the scholars of the Sunnah! 

 

In Conclusion: 

The famous scholar Ibn Jama’a al Kinanee رمحه هللا تعاىل
 

 mentioned in his invaluable book titled: 

(Tethkirat al Sam’e wal Mutakelim fee Adaab al ‘Elm wal Muta’alim
1
 pg. 121) 

“It is befitting that the student supplicates for his teacher for the rest of his life. He should 

look after his children, relatives and property after his death. He should likewise visit his grave, 

supplicate for him, and give charity on his behalf…” 

 

                                                 
1 This book is from one of the best books ever written on the etiquettes of a student and teacher.  

 (تذكرة السامع و المتكلم في آداب العلم و المتعلم)
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We ask Allah The All Mighty and Merciful to forgive our Shaikh Zaid and to enter him into 

the highest part of Jennah along with the Prophets, Messengers, the truthful, and the martyrs. 

It was only 2 months ago that we sent a twitter message stating the ages of Shaikh Saleh al 

Luhaydan, Shaikh Rabe’a bin Hadee, Shaikh ‘Abdul Muhsin al ‘Abaad, Shaikh Salih al Fowzan, 

Shaikh Zaid bin Hadee al Madkhali, and Shaikh ‘Ubaid al Jabiree, and toward the end of that 

message we said: If we don’t take from them now, when will we take from them?  

Now the reality is: Shaikh Zaid اهلل تعاىل رمحه  has been removed from that list, but an even greater 

terrifying reality is: The rest will also be removed from it! 

We turn to Allah and ask Him to preserve our scholars and allow us to benefit from them 

before death comes to them. 

May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet and Messenger Muhammad, and 

upon his family members and companions, and those whom follow them in good.  

 

Mustafa George DeBerry 

Riyadh, K.S.A 

Jamadul Awal 18, 1435 | March 19, 2014 


