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 بسم هللا الرمحن الرحمي

How Does One Seek Knowledge if He Cannot Reach The Scholars? 

Answered by Shaikh Dr. Ahmad bin ‘Umar Bazmoul ( تعالى هللا حفظه ) 

(Originally translated in 2005, but recently updated with various additions 
and links)1 

Question: What does a person who wants to seek knowledge do if he is not able to reach the 

people of knowledge? Does he suffice with taking knowledge from books, and what is the 

methodology of doing so? 

The Shaikh repeated the question and asked: 

Is the person an Arabic speaker or a non-Arabic speaker?
2
 

The questioner responds that he is an Arabic speaker. 

The Shaikh answers: 

As for seeking knowledge, the origin is that the Muslim travels to the scholars to gain 

knowledge from them if he does not have a scholar in his locality. What is befitting for him is 

to travel to the scholars if he is able. All praise is for Allah (عز و جل), during our present time 

means of communicating with the scholars have become widespread. (It has become easy for 

us to communicate with) the scholars who are upon the straight methodology and safe 

Aqeedah, but we will mention some easy affairs for the one seeking knowledge in our present 

time so that he can seek it while being in the confines of his home. 

This is done in the following ways: 

1. If he is able to call a scholar (one upon the Sunnah) if he has the financial means, him and a 

group of his friends can attend a class with the scholar. This is a means of seeking knowledge. 

                                                           
1
 All footnotes in this article are by the translator. 

2
 This is an example of how the people of knowledge are eager to benefit the questioner, after having 

knowledge of the questioner and his specific needs, abilities and circumstances. 
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2. Another way that is also easy, is that an individual, for example travels to Saudi Arabia for 

Hajj or ‘Umra
3
 and during his visit, he purchases the audio recordings of the people of 

knowledge that are well known for their correct beliefs and methodology. (A person) can also 

request someone else who is traveling to buy these tapes for them. Thereafter the individual 

listens to these audio recordings, he listens to the speech of the people of knowledge. It is, by 

the permission of Allah, as if he is in front of the scholar.
4
 

3. If an individual is able to be consistent with the classes on the radio, for example the classes 

of Shaikh Saleh al Fawzan (حفظه هللا) or other than him from the scholars that are well known 

whose classes are broadcasted on the Qur’an radio station (KSA). It is upon the individual to 

be consistent with this program. This is very good, but at the same time, I warn of some 

stations that have lessons with individuals whose affairs are not known or those who are 

known to have deviated from the Salafi methodology
5
. Verily, one does not take knowledge 

from these stations for indeed those individuals that are unknown or have deviated from the 

correct path and the Salafi methodology; one does not take knowledge from them. This is 

because knowledge is from the religion, so let everyone look to whom he takes his knowledge 

from. (Unclear sentence) Verily if you seek knowledge from a person of innovation or a man 

that you do not know his religion, you do not know if is methodology is safe or unsafe. In 

addition, the methodology (of an individual) is known by either being widespread or asking 

the Salafi scholars. You say to them: We have an individual so and so, do you know this 

person? If they reply: We know him to have the correct methodology and belief. Then one can 

take from him, but if they say, we don’t know him then you should continue to ask until you 

find out about him. 

                                                           
3
 It is also befitting that when a person makes Hajj and ‘Umrah, he should write down as many benefits as 

possible from the lessons of the scholars. We have noticed that many people from the West come to 
Saudi Arabia for Hajj and ‘Umrah, and during that time they visit the scholars and attend their lessons, but 
it is witnessed that most people don’t bring pen and paper along with them. In fact, you have some 
people who make Hajj and ‘Umrah yearly, but what they have benefitted and recorded from the scholars 
is very little. This is indeed a great deficiency and something that a person should feel ashamed of.  
4
 In both Mecca and Madina the government (may Allah reward them with much good) has set up 

designated offices for the purpose of free distribution of all recorded audios of all lessons, lectures, and 
khutbahs conducted in the Haram of Mecca and Madina. An individual simply provides blank cds, or a 
flash USB, and the office will download any lesson/lecture you select regardless of the amount. All of this 
is done totally free of charge, and this has been the case for over 15 years! 
5
 The doubt: If it comes from Saudi, it must be authentic. This is an incorrect statement, and if Allah wills, 

an article clarifying certain common day doubts will be produced soon. 
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4. By way of internet, for indeed there are (paltalk) rooms for Shaikh Zaid al Madkhali, Shaikh 

Ahmad an Najmee )رمحهام هللا( and Shaikh Rabee’ al Madkhali (حفظه هللا) 
6
 and other than them 

from the Salafi scholars. There are also rooms (and sites) for some Salafi students of 

knowledge; classes that an individual can go on the internet and enter these rooms and 

schedule classes for himself. I also warn from attending lessons from some directions 

(individuals or institutes) if one doesn’t know who is teaching. An individual says: I take the 

lesson and I just continue upon my way! I warn you of this. I warn you from taking lessons 

from rooms (or websites) that have individuals who are unknown, or they are known to 

possess incorrect beliefs.
7
 Do not be deceived because an individual teaches in such and such 

university or such and such institute etc… verily these titles: (BA, MA, PhD) do not benefit 

and do not satisfy ones hunger
8
. The respect of an individual is the praise of the Salafi scholars 

for them, and their knowledge of them. A person merely holding a PhD (within itself doesn’t 

confirm that he is upon the correct Aqeedah and methodology), an individual may in fact be a 

revolutionist. Consequently, be aware and do not be deceived by his degree (unclear words) I 

am informing you of sources for seeking knowledge but there might be some sort of danger in 

some of them, so I have to warn you from this danger. 

Other means of seeking knowledge, similar to what was mentioned by the questioner, such as 

reading books. 

However, in reading books there are also things one should be cautious of: 

                                                           
6
 Shaikh Ahmad Bazmoul (حفظه هللا) made this statement while all of these scholars were still alive. Two of 

them have already passed away. To Allah we turn and ask that He has mercy on Shaikh Ahmad al Najmee 
and Shaikh Zaid al Madkhali, and that He preserves Shaikh Rabee’ al Madkhali and blesses him for his 
continuous efforts in defending the Sunnah and calling to Tawheed. 
7
 Shaikh Saleh al Fowzan (حفظه هللا) stated: Knowledge is not taken from everyone. Rather, it is taken from 

the scholars who have piety and are known for their knowledge. Some of the Salaf said: Verily knowledge 
is religion, so investigate whom you take your knowledge from. Thus, it is mandatory that one chooses the 
scholar whom is the most pious of Allah (عز و جل) and the most knowledgeable so that this scholar can 
direct the student to the correct path. One must not take knowledge from an ignorant person, nor a 
deviant, nor an innovator. Instead, one must take it from its people, those whom are known for having 
knowledge and known for being upright. (Min Adaab Talib al ‘Elm pg. 20) 
 
He (Shaikh Saleh al Fowzan) also stated: The scholars of the Sunnah and uprightness are available – all 
praise belongs to Allah. He has not made us in need of evil scholars nor deviant books. We have (upright) 
scholars and we have correct books, and thus, it is upon us to stick to them, and we should not go to 
deviant scholars, innovators, nor should we read from books which mix truth with falsehood. All praise be 
to Allah, we have pure books and we have trustworthy, upright scholars. Consequently, we should stick to 
these scholars and stick to the correct books. (Al Ejabaat al Muhimah 1/145) 
 
8
 If the holder of these degrees is not upon the correct Aqeedah and Minhaj. 
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1. If a person does not have knowledge, he can misunderstand an issue. 

2. He may incorrectly pronounce words (thus distorting the meaning). 

3. He may read from whoever comes and goes and the affair becomes confusing to him. He 

reads from the people of Ahlus Sunnah and he, for example reads from the people of 

innovation, and he does not distinguish between the two. On the other hand, if he knows the 

Arabic language, he understands the speech and he has sat with the people of knowledge and 

he has some foundations for example; the foundations that by the permission of Allah, he is 

able to continue reading, writing and researching, then this is ok. 

Thus, he should be aware of the following matters: 

1. He should refer to the speech of the scholars, and not depend on his own understanding. 

2. He must be diligent and read the books of the people of Sunnah, those known with the 

correct methodology and belief only! 

3. When he is able to reach the ‘Ulamaa (scholars), it is incumbent that he does so. He must 

go to them, refer back to them, and ask them. 

4. His reading of books is done out of need, but he does not make this his sole means of 

seeking legislated knowledge. Rather, he takes it from the mouths of the scholars just as the 

Salaf took it from the Prophet (صىل هللا عليه و سمل), and his students and those who came after 

him, took it from the Salaf. This is (the way) knowledge (should be sought). If a person merely 

takes it from books, and reads from those who are not known, then a person may deviate. 

Verily knowledge is obtained by seeking it and having a relationship (with the people of 

knowledge). The purpose of seeking knowledge is not merely to have abundant amounts of 

information; verily there are affairs that are related to knowledge, such as its manners and 

understanding (that can only be understood by way of sitting with the scholars, not merely 

from books). It is because of this, ignorance and mistakes have increased for the individual 

who has made reading books a habit instead of sitting with the scholars.
9
 

                                                           
9
 Shaikh Saleh al Fowzan stated: From the foundations of seeking knowledge is that the student takes it 

from the cultivating scholars and the scholars who are known for their knowledge. These scholars took 
from their scholars and they passed this knowledge on to their students. They will continue to inherit it 
and pass it down until Allah takes the earth and those upon it. This is from the foundations of seeking 
knowledge; that the student travels to the scholars to take from them directly no matter where they may 
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These are some means of seeking knowledge that I advise myself and the questioner with. 

Allah knows best, and may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon the Messenger 

Muhammad, his family and his companions. 

Article taken from: http://www.sahab.net/forums/showthread.php?t=336213 

Translator’s Summarized Advice: 

Almost 10 years ago in 2005, Allah allowed me to translate the above advice by our beloved 

Shaikh Dr. Ahmad bin ‘Umar Bazmoul (حفظه هللا). At that time, the number of sites for 

following the live broadcasted lessons of the senior scholars were extremely limited. Since then, 

Allah has undeniably blessed the people of the Sunnah and the seekers of the truth with His 

endless bounties! If one were to say that most of the lessons of the senior scholars of this 

Ummah can be followed and listened to from anywhere in the world, this would not be far 

from the truth. With that in mind, I encourage my brothers and sisters to be vigorous in 

following these lessons before the knowledge is lifted, as we see happening year after year! 

Links for websites with live broadcasting and recorded lessons of senior scholars: 

1. Shaikh Saleh al Luhaydan (حفظه هللا)http://www.lohaidan.af.org.sa/ 

2. Shaikh Rab’ee al Madkhali (حفظه هللا)http://ar.miraath.net/  

3. Shaikh Salel al Fowzan (حفظه هللا)http://alfawzan.af.org.sa/ 

4. Shaikh ‘Abdul Muhsin al ‘Abaad (حفظه هللا)http://www.al-abbaad.com/  

5. Shaikh Muhammad bin ‘Ali al Ethiopi  (حفظه هللا) http://www.alsonah.org/  

6. Shaikh Zaid al Madkhali (رمحه هللا) http://www.njza.net/Default_ar.aspx?ID=45 

7. Shaikh ‘Ubaid al Jabiree (حفظه هللا)http://ar.miraath.net/  

 

There are more live broadcasted lessons, but we will suffice with the above.  

As one makes the firm intention to follow the lessons of the scholars, it is befitting to remind 

oneself of the following: 

Summarized Advice for the Student  

                                                                                                                                                                             
be. This the path that whoever traverses it, Allah will make his path to paradise easy for him. (Min Adaab 
Talib al ‘Elm pg. 12)  

http://www.sahab.net/forums/showthread.php?t=336213
http://www.lohaidan.af.org.sa/
http://ar.miraath.net/
http://alfawzan.af.org.sa/
http://www.al-abbaad.com/
http://www.alsonah.org/
http://www.njza.net/Default_ar.aspx?ID=45
http://ar.miraath.net/
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1. It is incumbent that a Muslim learns the religion sincerely seeking the face of Allah.  

 

2. It is mandatory that one seeks knowledge in a humble manner, sincerely wanting good 

for himself, and those around him. 

 

3. Following lessons live does not mean that one gains the exact reward as the person 

who has actually sat in the lesson. 

 

4. As a person seeks knowledge and gains nearness to Allah, signs of this knowledge 

should be seen in his character, mannerism, speech and actions. The student of 

knowledge should try his best to display the best of manners and character. He is a 

carrier of the religion, and thus people should notice this within his statements and 

actions. 

 

5. While following the live lessons, the student should not begin to boast to the people 

that he follows lessons live. Rather, his goal is to learn, not to boast. 

 

6. If the student does not understand all of the speech of the scholar, he should supplicate 

to Allah and ask Him to open the doors of understanding for him. 

 

7. The student should teacher his family, friends, and others, what he learns, and by 

doing so, this will increase him in understanding and reward ن شاء هللا  .ا 

8. The student needs to take his time and choose 1 or 2 lessons to follow, and not all of 

them at first.
10

 

9. The student should make sure he gives ample time to memorizing Qur’an and 

Mutoon. The Salaf discouraged a student from attending various lessons if he hadn’t 

yet memorized Qur’an. Although it is not forbidden, it is disliked and thus, a student 

should give a good portion of his time to Qur’an, and not neglect memorization. 

 

                                                           
10

 Shaikh Saleh al Fowzan (حفظه هللا) stated: Knowledge is sought in levels; one step at a time. It should not 
be sought all at once. (Min Adaab Talib al ‘Elm pg. 13) 
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10. It is vital that a student organizes his time. He should print the schedule of the lessons 

that he wants to attend and he should make sure he is consistent. In order for a person 

to benefit from the lessons, he has to make them a main priority in his life. It is not 

befitting that he attends sometimes, and doesn’t attend other times.
11

 

 

11. He should make sure he attends with complete concentration and focus, not just 

turning on the lesson while being distracted and involved in other matters.
12

 

 

12. The student should try his very best to be prepared for lessons. He should have the 

book which is being read from, his pens, and his notebook for writing notes. 

 

13. He should also read the chapter prior to the scholar explaining it. This will give him an 

understanding of what will be taught, and if he has any questions, he should write 

them down before the lesson begins. It’s possible that during the lesson, the scholar 

will answer his questions. 

 

14. If a student happens to miss a lesson, he should make free time to listen to the 

recorded lessons that he has missed. 

 

15. A student should also designate a portion of his weekly time for reviewing the 

materials that he has learned. With this being said, it is clear that the student: 

a. Reads before the lessons. 

b. Attends the lessons. 

c. Reviews and reads the materials after the lessons. 

This informs that knowledge is a continuous learning cycle of reading and review. 

                                                           
11

 Al Shaikh Al ‘Allaamah Muqbil bin Hadee (رحمه هللا) stated: No one will be able to obtain beneficial 
knowledge except that he makes his worlds affairs second priority to gaining knowledge. If he (does the 
opposite) makes knowledge second priority to his worldly affairs, then he will not be able to obtain it. 
(Audio Recording Titled: Questions by an Algerian Woman, and also present in: Al Ejwibatul al Wadi’eeyah 
pg. 5) 
12

 Some people don’t feel shy to chat and send messages during lessons. How can such a person benefit 
himself and learn what is being taught, and how can he then teach others if he himself has not truly 
learned from the scholar due to his constant distractions and carelessness during lessons! 



8 
 

16. It is recommended that students encourage others to also seek knowledge and attend 

the broadcasted lessons. This will create an atmosphere of ‘elm (knowledge), and when 

these two (or move) individuals meet in the masjid, or speak on the phone, they can 

discuss what they have learned and encourage one another to strive harder. 

17. It is recommended that the student has the actual book, and not the eBook. Although 

eBooks are useful, they will never take the place of the actual book, and thus, the 

student should spend money and effort in obtaining and building an Arabic library. 

These were just a few points on seeking knowledge by way of the live broadcast lessons, and 

indeed there is much more advice for the seekers of knowledge, but we leave you with the 

statement of our beloved scholar and teacher Shaikh Saleh al Fowzan (حفظه هللا تعاىل) said: 

“There is no excuse for any of us to be lazy in seeking knowledge, for indeed Allah has made it 

easy for us!!” 

Source:  Min Adaab al Talib al ‘Elm pg. 21 

May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon Muhammad, and upon his family members and 

companions. 

Mustafa George DeBerry 

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Jamadul Awal 22, 1435 | March 23, 2014 


