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 بسم هللا الرمحن الرحمي

Response to Common Doubts Related to Minhaj  

Part (1) 

All praise belongs to Allah – Lord of the Worlds. He is alone and has no partners. 

May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon His final Messenger Muhammad, and 

upon his family members and companions. 

Indeed one of the obligations that Allah has placed upon the scholars and students 

of knowledge is clarification of the truth and refutation of doubts and deviations. 

This is in order that the religion of Allah remains clear and pure without pollution 

and distortion. Allah The Most High mentioned in His Glorious Book: 

ْذ 
ِ
يَن أُو ))َوا ِ ُ ِميثَاَق اَّله ْوا ِبِه ثََمنًا قَلِ أََخَذ اَّلله هُه ِللنهاِس َوََل تَْكتُُمونَُه فَنََبُذوُه َوَراَء ُظهُوِرِِهْ َواْشََتَ نُن يًًل تُوا الِْكتَاَب لَُتَبي ِ

وَن((  فَِبئَْس َما يَْشََتُ

{(And remember) when your Lord took a covenant from those who were given the 

scriptures to make it known and clear to mankind, and not to hide it, but they 

threw it behind their backs, and purchased with it some miserable gain.}  

Surah Ala ‘Imran: 187 

Imam at Tabari (رمحه هللا) mentioned in his book of tafseer, on the authority of 

Qatadah that he said (commenting on the above verse): 

This is the covenant which Allah took with the people of knowledge, and thus, it is 

upon whoever has knowledge, to teach it. Beware of concealing knowledge, for 

verily doing so is destruction.
1
 

                                                           
1
 Tafseer al Tabari Surah Ala ‘Imran verse 187 
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Indeed, the scholars and teachers of Ahlus Sunnah are the first to comply with what 

Allah has obliged upon them. It is for this reason why we will try to clarify and 

respond to some of the common doubts which are spread and uttered by individuals. 

The doubt that we will discuss in this brief article is mentioned by some individuals 

with the claim of defense of the oppressed, but in fact, it is a means for rejection of 

the dispraise of the scholars and the people of knowledge for individuals. This is the 

statement: 

“Why didn’t they advise him first?” 

We will briefly respond to this statement so that our brothers and sisters in Islam 

are not deceived by such claims,
2
 and we ask Allah to guide us in clarifying and 

highlighting an important, yet overlooked fact related to this statement and its 

consequences. 

Firstly, it’s important to remind the reader of the high status of the scholars and the 

people of knowledge. 

Allah, the Most High, mentioned their distinguished merits in His Glorious Book 

when He said: 

يَن أُوتُوا الِْعْْلَ َدَرَجات  ))  ِ يَن أ َمنُوا ِمنُُْكْ َواَّله ِ ُ اَّله  (( يَْرفَعِ اَّلله

{Allah raises those whom believe from among you, and those whom have been given 

knowledge in levels.}  

Surah al-Mujadalah: 11 

Allah, the Most Gracious, also stated: 

ْن ُكْنُُتْ ََل تَْعلَُمونَ )) 
ِ
ْكِر ا ِ  (( فَاْسأَلُوا أَْهَل اَّل 

                                                           
2
 This article is a part of a series of articles in response to common doubts related to Minhaj. May Allah 

give us the tawfeeq to complete it, but until then, we will (إن شاء هللا) present the topics individually. Before 
presenting this article to the public, we read it to Shaikh Dr. ‘Ali bin Yahya al Hadadee (حفظه هللا تعالى). We 
have mentioned his comments at the end. 
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{Ask the people of remembrance if you are unaware.} 

 Surah al Nahl: 43 

He, the Most Supreme, likewise mentioned 

َ ِمْن ِعَباِدِه الُْعلََماءُ  ََش اَّلله هَما ََيْ ن
ِ
 ا

{Indeed those who fear Allah the most are the scholars from among His servants.} 

 Surah Fatir: 28 

The verses which mention the high, exemplary status of the scholars are plentiful 

and they all inform the believer that the scholars and people of knowledge are: 

 Those whom the common people refer back to if they are unaware of specific 

and general matters. 

 Those whom Allah has raised and exulted. 

 Those who truly fear Allah the most. 

And many other merits which are solely for the scholars and people of knowledge. 

It’s incumbent upon the believer to truly believe that the above merits are 

established by Allah for the scholars because indeed, these are not the statements of 

a man, rather, they are the statements of Allah, our Lord. Consequently, it is a part 

of our faith that we hold the scholars and people of knowledge in this light, and that 

we display the proper etiquettes toward them. 

With that being said, the first response to this doubt: 

“Why didn’t they advise him first?” 

Would be: The least that can be said is that it is having ill suspicion about those 

whom Allah has praised and exalted in His Glorious Book. Although many who 

utter this statement don’t realize the extent of it, the fact remains that saying such a 
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statement is in reality holding suspicion about a people whom are not on the same 

level as the common people, rather, they are much higher in status and virtue.  

The Prophet (صىل هللا عليه و سْل) said: 

نه أَْكَذُب احلَِديِث ))  نه الظه
ِ
، فَا نه ُُكْ َوالظه َّيه

ِ
 (( ا

“Beware of suspicion, for verily it is the most untruthful form of speech.”  

Sahih al Bukhari and Sahih Muslim 

Al Hafith Ibn Katheer )رمحه هللا) mentioned in his book of Tafseer that ‘Umar ibn Al 

Khataab (ريض هللا عنه) said: 

َمة  ))  ُد لَهَا ِِف الَْخْْيِ َمْحَمًًل ََل تَُظََنه ِبََكِ ا، َوأَنَْت ََتِ َله َخْْيً
ِ
 (( َخَرَجْت ِمْن أَِخيَك الُْمْسِْلِ ا

“Do not think of a statement which was uttered by your brother except good, as 

long as you can find a means to do so.”  

If this is the character and mannerism which should be displayed between the 

Muslims, then what should be displayed between the common people and the 

people of knowledge is greater, for indeed Allah has placed them on a higher level. 

It is because of this reality that the scholars of Ahlus Sunnah of the past and present 

have authored various works to remind the people of the rights of the scholars. 

Within these works, you will find chapters related to the respect that a student 

should have for his teacher, and from that respect is that he should not think 

negative or speak ill of him.  

Imam Al Khateeb al Baghdadi, who died 463H. (رمحه هللا), mentioned in his book al-

Jaami’ fee Akhlaq al Rawee wa Adab al Saami' (The Compilation of the Character of 

the Narrator, and the Manners of the Listener), in this work he compiled full 

chapters related to the respect and reverence the students should have for their 

teachers. In one of those chapters, he mentioned the following statements of the 

Salaf: 
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On the authority of Mughirah who said: 

“We used to have reverence for Ibraheem (al Nakhay’ee رمحه هللا   ) similar to that 

which we would have for a ruler.” 

On the authority of Ayoob (as Sikhtiyanee رمحه هللا   ) who said: 

“A man would sit with al Hassan (al Basri رمحه هللا   ) for 3 years without asking him a 

question, due to respect and reverence for him.” 

On the authority of Shu’ba (bin Hajjaj رمحه هللا   ) who said: 

“There is no one who has 3 narrations (that I can take from him and study) except 

that I will become his slave (serve him and assist him) until he dies.” 

On the authority of Ahmad bin Sinan al Qatan (رمحه هللا) who said: 

“In the gatherings of ‘Abdul Rahman bin Mahdee (رمحه هللا) no one would speak nor 

sharpen their pencils, nor smile.” 

He also said: During the gatherings of Wak’ee (bin Jarrah رمحه هللا), the students were 

(quiet) as if they were in prayer.”
3
 

Imam Ibn ‘Abdul Bar, who died the same year as Imam Khateeb (رمحه هللا), 

mentioned in his book Jaami' Bayan al ‘Elm wa Fadlihee (The Compilation of the 

Clarification of Knowledge and Its Merits), in that book the author mentions an 

authentic narration in which Ibn ‘Abbaas (ريض هللا عهنام) took two years to ask ‘Umar 

ibn al Khataab (ريض هللا عنه) a question. The author (Imam Ibn ‘Abdul Bar) 

commented at the end of the narration: 

‘Ibn ‘Abbaas took so long to ask ‘Umar the question due to reverence for him.”
4
 

Imam al Baghawee, who died 516H. (رمحه هللا) mentioned in his Sharhu Sunnah on 

the authority of Imam Tawoos (bin Kaysan رمحه هللا),who said: 

                                                           
3
 All of the above narrations are from pgs. 183-193 [Mekhtaba al Ma’arif edition] 

4
 Vol. 1 pg. 455 [Dar Ibn al Jowzee edition]. 
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“It is from the Sunnah to have respect for four individuals: The scholar, the elder 

person, the ruler, and the parent."
5
 

Ibn Jama’a al Kinanee, who died 733H. (رمحه هللا) stated: 

“The student should be extremely cautious in fulfilling the rights of his teacher, and 

he seeks nearness to Allah by serving him….”
6
  

He also mentioned on the authority of Imam ash Shafi’ee (رمحه هللا) who said: 

“I would gently turn the pages of the book in front of Imam Malik out of reverence 

for him.”
7
 

Imam Ibn Qayyim stated (رمحه هللا), while mentioning the status of the scholars: 

“…this also informs and indicates of the obligation upon the Ummah to obey, 

respect, have reverence for, admiration, and honor for them (the scholars). Indeed, 

they have inherited some of the rights (of the Prophets) upon the Ummah and its 

rulers. This also indicates that love for them is from the religion, and hate for them 

is in opposition to the religion.”
8
 

Shaikh ‘Abdul ‘Azeez bin Baaz (رمحه هللا) stated: 

“It is mandatory that the society gives the scholars their respect, and they should act 

upon the advice and directions. They should also be persistent in defending them 

and not backbiting them, in addition to protecting their honor.
9
   

Shaikh Muhammad bin Saleh al ‘Uthaymeen (رمحه هللا) stated: 

“It is mandatory to have respect for the scholars and the rulers, because doing so it 

protection of the legislation. The scholars are the carriers of the legislation, if they 

are not respected, their statements will also not be respected….”
10

 

                                                           
5
 Vol. 13 pg. 41 [Al Mekhtabah al Islamyee edition]. 

6
 Tathkirat al Saami’ pg. 117 [Dar al Athaar edition]. 

7
 Ibid. pg. 120 

8
 Miftaah Dar al Sa’ada 1/261 [Dar Ibn Affan edition] 

9
 Mejmoo’ al Fatawaa 7/127 
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In a lecture titled, 'Respect of the Scholars and Benefitting from their Knowledge,' 

Shaikh ‘Abdul Mushin al ‘Abaad (حفظه هللا) stated:  

 “This is the affair of the scholars of this nation, from the time of the companions 

and those who came after them. They are the inheritors; those who inherited the 

truth and guidance, along with the beneficial knowledge that is transmitted to 

everyone who comes after them. Those who came after them benefit from their 

knowledge, they mention them with good, praise them and supplicate to Allah that 

He rewards them…..” 

If this is the character of the students toward their teachers, is it befitting that one 

would attribute injustice to his teachers by saying: 

“Why didn’t they advise him first?” 

I believe it is clear to the reader, that this statement and others similar to it, are not 

in agreement with the respect and reverence the students should have for their 

teachers. Rather, this speech is an indirect attempt to reject the refutations and 

admonishments of the scholars and the people of knowledge. 

While mentioning doubts that people use to reject the speech of the people of 

knowledge concerning individuals, Shaikh Muhammad Bazmoul (حفظه هللا) said:
 11

 

This statement is elevated (used) by individuals with the aim of rejecting the speech 

of the people of knowledge concerning individuals, or in affairs (which they are 

warning against), and indeed this statement is completely incorrect because the 

speech of the scholar is not rejected except with legislated proofs. Is this statement 

considered from the legislated proofs?! 

                                                                                                                                                                             
10

 Wasayah li Talaab al ‘Elm pg. 404 [Dr. Suleiman Abal Kheil edition] 
11

 Although Shaikh Muhammad was referring to a different statement used to reject the speech of the 
scholars, the harms are very similar. 
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This statement has many harms, and from them is that it places (within the people) 

lack of trust for the scholar; as it relates to his speech and rulings. If the trust in the 

scholar is lost, then the trust in his knowledge will also be lost. 

In addition, from the harms which are present in this statement is that it removes 

from the students of knowledge the reverence and respect for the scholar.
12

 

The prohibition of speaking ill of a scholar and teacher is also illustrated in the 

statement of the Prophet ( سْل صىل هللا عليه و ) said: 

 (( انه مِ  َس يْ لَ ، فَ َنَ ْيِ بِ كَ  قه َمْن لَْم يَْرَحْم َصِغَْيََن، َويَْعرِْف حَ )) 

“Whoever doesn’t have mercy upon our young, and know the rights of the elders, 

he is not from us. 

” Sunan Abu Dawood # 4943
13

  

Many of the scholars of Hadeeth have mentioned this narration under the chapter 

title: Respect and Reverence for the Scholar,
14

 which gives further proof that the 

scholars and teachers deserve respect and reverence from the students and common 

people.  

To utter a statement that indicates that a scholar has unjustly warned against 

someone is pure disrespect and is in opposition to the rights of the scholars and 

teachers upon us.   

 

 

 

 

                                                           
12

 ‘Ebaaraat Muhimah pg. 52 Dar [Imam Ahmad edition] 
13

 Declared authentic by Shaikh al Albani (رحمه هللا) in al Jaam'i al Sahih #6540 
14

 Such as: Imam al Bayhaqee in his Sunan al Kubra, Imam Ibn ‘Abdul Bar in his Jam’ee, Imam al Baghawee 
in his Sharhu Sunnah, and many others. 
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The second response to the statement: 

“Why didn’t they advise him first?” 

Is: Why are people so confident that the scholars and teachers haven’t advised 

individuals before warning against them? Indeed this statement is considered 

speaking without knowledge and this is prohibited in Islam! 

Allah, The Most High, warns against such character in His Glorious Book. He The 

Most High stated: 

ئُوًَل َوََل تَْقُف َما لَيَْس ََلَ ِبِه عِ ))  ْمَع َوالَْبََصَ َوالُْفَؤاَد ُُكُّ أُولَئَِك ََكَن َعْنُه َمس ْ نه السه
ِ
 (( ْْلٌ ا

{And do not follow that which you have no knowledge of. Indeed the hearing, sight 

and heart will be questioned.} 

 Surah al Isra: 36 

Al Hafith Ibn Katheer (رمحه هللا) mentioned in his book of Tafseer on the authority of 

Ibn ‘Abbaas (ريض هللا عهنام) that he said:  

Meanings do not speak (about what you have no knowledge of).  

He (Al Hafith Ibn Katheer) also mentioned on the authority of Qatadah that he 

said, concerning this verse: 

Do not say you saw (something), but you didn’t see it. Do not say you heard 

(something), but you didn’t hear it. Do not say you know (something), but you 

don’t know it, for verily Allah, the Most High, will ask you about all of this.
15

 

Shaikh ‘Abdul Rahman al Sa’dee (رمحه هللا) stated: 

Meaning: Do not follow that which you have no knowledge of. Rather, it is upon an 

individual to be certain about what he says and does. One should not feel that his 

statements will not be accounted for.
16

 

                                                           
15

 Tafseer Ibn Katheer, Surah al Isra 
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Thus, the statement: 

“Why didn’t they advise him first?” 

If it is not based on absolute proof and evidences, it is considered speech without 

knowledge, along with the fact that this speech is directed toward individuals who 

have been praised by Allah, which makes it even more detrimental. 

The third response to this inappropriate statement: 

The reality is, the scholars and teachers of Ahlus Sunnah do exert efforts in advising 

individuals, and the following are merely a few examples of how this was conducted 

by some of the present-day scholars. 

The first example that we will mention to display how our scholars and teachers 

advise, is that of our beloved teacher, one of the Imams of Ahlus Sunnah of his time, 

Shaikh Muqbil bin Hadee al Wadi’ee (رمحه هللا). It is mentioned by his widowed wife 

(Umm Salamah al Salafiyah) that while the Shaikh was in Jeddah receiving medical 

treatment (a few months before his death), he was visited by Muhammad al 

Maghrawee, who is an individual that has been refuted by some of the present day 

scholars of Ahlus Sunnah due to his various mistakes in affairs of Minhaj. During 

his visit Shaikh Muqbil advised him to write a treatise informing of his retraction of 

the issues that he has been rebutted for. He also informed him that if there are any 

matters which he has already dealt with, then he should inform of those matters. 

Once he has completed the treatise, Shaikh Muqbil instructed him to send a copy to 

Shaikh Rabe’a and to him.
17

 

May Allah have mercy upon Shaikh Muqbil and grant him the highest part of 

Jannah. Even while being in a severe state of illness, he continued to advise those 

who visited him perchance they would return to the truth and abandon their deviant  

ways. 

                                                                                                                                                                             
16

 Tayseer al Kareem al Rahman, Surah al Isra 
17

 Al Rihlatul Akheerah pg.25 [Dar al Athaar edition] 
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The next scholar whom we will mention several exams of his diligence in advising 

before warning is our beloved teacher and scholar Shaikh Rabe’a bin Hadee al 

Madkhali (حفظه هللا). Although many are aware of his numerous works in exposing 

deviants, many are not aware of the fact that he is very patient in advising 

individuals before speaking against them.
18

  

1. His patience and effort in advising ‘Abdul Rahman ‘Abdul Khaliq 

In the introduction of one of his books, Shaikh Rabe’a stated: 

“I wrote two advices for him the past two or three consecutive years. Then his 

political position pushed me to read another book of his entitled: Ash Shura. Upon 

reading this book, I noticed mistakes, for which he incorrectly attempted to use the 

Quran, the Sunnah, and history of the Prophet (صىل هللا عليه و سْل) and his 

companions as a proof. I gathered these proofs along with the responses to them in 

order to advise him and the Muslims (publically), but instead, I changed my mind 

and felt that the advice should be given in a brotherly manner between him and I. 

Whenever he would visit the city of Al Madina and we met, I would try my very 

best to advise him concerning the issues. During our two or three gatherings, I 

noticed that he was the opposite of what I expected. I noticed that he would defend 

Jam’at al Tableegh and the Ikhwan al Muslimeen with falsehood…..”
19

 

2. His patience and efforts in advising Abul Hasan al Ma’rabee 

Years before exposing the deviation of Abul Hasan, Shaikh Rabe’a diligently tried to 

call him back to the truth through letters, phone calls and private meetings. This is 

something that was witnessed by those close to the Shaikh and it is something 

which is well known by Abul Hasan and his followers. In one of his letters to Abul 

Hasan, (which has been spread on the internet), the Shaikh stated: 

                                                           
18

 The scholars disagree concerning the obligation of advising before warning. Many of them are of the 
opinion that it is not mandatory, but rather, recommended. 
19

 Minhaj al Shaikh Rabe’a fil Da’wah wal Jarh wal Ta’deel 1/78 [Miraath al Nabawi edition] 
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“In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Bestower of His Mercy 

To the praised, respected Shaikh: Abul Hasan Mustafa bin Isma’eel al Ma’rabee – 

May Allah give him success and direct him in his actions. 

Asalam alaikum wa Rahmatulahi wa barakatuhu 

As for what follows….” 

Within the remaining portion of the letter Shaikh Rabe’a informs Abul Hasan in a 

very kind manner that he has received a compilation of some of his mistakes and 

that he has responded to those mistakes by sending him research papers explaining 

in detail how these mistakes are in opposition to the way of the Salaf al Saleh. 

Toward the end of the letter, the Shaikh wrote: 

“My intent in this matter and in other matters in which I give effort to, which is 

something known by you and others, is that we cut off the reasons for differences 

which will lead to blameworthy division. This division has its harmful effects in this 

life and the next. From the greatest means of cutting differences, and then 

establishing brotherhood and harmony is: Patience, gentleness, bringing oneself to 

account, and returning to the truth. Likewise, each party displaying respect for one 

another.  

I ask Allah to give us all success and the Muslims to implement what is loved by 

Allah and pleasing to Him. 

May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon Muhammad, his family members and 

companions. 

Note: I hope that you respond quickly with what you see as fit. 

Written by: Your brother in Islam, Rabe’a bin Hadee bin ‘Umair al Madkhali  

Date: 14
th
 Muharram 1423H. 
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This letter was written by Shaikh Rabe’a years before he began to expose and speak 

ill of Abul Hasan.
20

 

3. His patience and exertions in advising Faleh al Harbee 

Years before Shaikh Rabe’a began to speak ill of and warn against Faleh al Harbee, 

he sent him several letters explaining his mistakes and requesting from him to 

retract them. After continuous efforts, which were of no avail, Shaikh Rabe’a felt the 

need to expose this individual so that the Salafi Minhaj would not be blemished and 

polluted by his statements and actions.  

Shaikh Rabe’a stated:  

“I did not spread my advices to him, nor was I pleased that they were spread. I 

(finally) was forced to do so due to his actions and the action of his followers.”
21

 

The date that Shaikh Rabe’a wrote the letters of advice to Faleh al Harbee goes back 

to early 1423H. Whereas, the date that he began to expose him started from mid 

1425H. (two years later).  

4. His extreme patience and exertions in advising Yahya al Hajoree 

From among those who Shaikh Rabe’a has been extremely patient with is Yahya al 

Hajoree. Although this man has numerous mistakes including: 

1. Ill speech concerning the Prophet (صىل هللا عليه و سْل) 

2. Ill speech concerning Prophet Ya’qoob (عليه الصًلة و السًلم) 

3. Ill speech concerning some of the companions of the Prophet (ريض هللا عهنم) 

4. Ill speech concerning many of the present day scholars of Ahlus Sunnah 

And other tremendous mistakes,
22

 Shaikh Rabe’a displayed a tremendous amount of 

patience and tried his level best to advise him in private, but to no avail. Shaikh 

Rabe’a stated:
 23

 

                                                           
20

 Minhaj al Shaikh Rabe’a fil Da’wah wal Jarh wal Ta’deel 1/78-80 [Miraath al Nabawi edition] 
21

 Al Mejmoo’ al Wadih fee Rad al Usool Faleh pg.175 [Dar al Minhaj edition] 



Responses To Common Doubts Related To Minhaj 

 

Knowledgeofislamblog.wordpress.com Page 14 
 

"I have advised him, I have advised him, I have advised him, and I did so privately. 

Sometimes my conversations with him would last for two hours and a half, but he 

still would not listen. He would promise, and then he wouldn’t fulfill his promise.”
24

 

He also said (before publically refuting Yahya): 

“I will request the scholars of Yemen to be diligent and vigorous in bringing an end 

to this fitnah. I direct my hope to both parties, to Shaikh Yahya and to Shaikh 

‘Abdul Rahman, and those who are present with them and those who have 

disagreed in this matter, I direct my hope to them and you (those who were present 

in the gathering) that they should cease speaking about one another. They should 

likewise remove the dispraise for one another from the internet. They should remove 

all the dispraise and they should cease speaking about the matter…”
25

 

Unfortunately, Yahya did not act upon this advice. Instead, he began to dishonor 

every Salafi scholar outside of Dammaj. He didn’t stop there, rather, he did the same 

with Shaikh ‘Ubaid, Shaikh Muhammad bin Hadee, Shaikh ‘Abdullah al Bukhari, 

etc. etc. This is not strange! If a person has the courage to speak ill about the 

Prophet (صىل هللا عليه و سْل) and companions, indeed speaking ill of those who are less 

in status is an easy affair. 

These are just a few illustrations of how our beloved teacher and scholar Shaikh 

Rabe’a exerted great effort in advising individuals who eventually were exposed due 

to their unwillingness to accept correction and retract their mistakes. 

                                                                                                                                                                             
22

 Visit: http://www.alhajuri.com  
23

 Intisar Ahlus Sunnah by Shaikh Usaamah al ‘Utaibi pg. 20 [Dar al Sahabah edition] 
24

 The blind followers of Yahya have gone to the extent to ask Shaikh Rabe’a: What did you advise him 
with? Why don’t you produce your advice if you are sincere! This is the extent of their pollution, that they 
would now begin to investigate the advice and determine if it is acceptable or not. Indeed this path which 
they have chosen to tread is in total opposition to the path that our beloved scholar Shaikh Muqbil ( رحمه

 .called to and propagated (هللا
25

 Nasaih ‘Ulemah al Ummah by Shaikh Muhammad bin ‘Abdul Wahhab al Wasabi pg. 39-40 [Mekhtabah 
Imam al Wadi’ee edition] 
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The next scholar who we would like to mention an example of is our beloved 

teacher and scholar Shaikh ‘Ubaid bin ‘Abdullah bin Suleiman al Jabiree (حفظه هللا). 

He also provides us with proof that the scholars and teachers do in fact advise 

individuals.  

An example of this can be taken from his somewhat recent refutations of ‘Abdul 

‘Azeez al Rais. In the first private letter from Shaikh ‘Ubaid to ‘Abdul ‘Azeez, Shaikh 

‘Ubaid commences the letter by saying: 

Our Advice to Shaikh ‘Abdul ‘Azeez al Rais 

Written by: Your brother and the one who loves you for Allah 

‘Ubaid bin ‘Abdullah bin Suleiman al Jabiree 

Then the Shaikh stated at the beginning of his letter, after mentioning the Name of 

Allah and sending peace upon Muhammad (صىل هللا عليه و سْل), he said: 

“To: My dear, respected brother Shaikh ‘Abdul ‘Azeez bin Rais al Rais – May Allah 

preserve you and give you direction in your statements and actions. 

Al Salam al Alaikum wa Rahmatulahi wa barakatuhu.  

As for what follows: 

You will find attached (to this letter) a number of issues that I discovered in some of 

your books and audio recordings.” 

Toward the end of that introduction, Shaikh ‘Ubaid states: 

“Due to that which we know from you of good character and diligence in spreading 

the Sunnah, we wanted to inform you of these issues because indeed you have a 

right upon us to advise you….”
26

 

                                                           
26

 Our Advice to Shaikh ‘Abdul ‘Azeez al Rais pg. 3 [PDF version] 



Responses To Common Doubts Related To Minhaj 

 

Knowledgeofislamblog.wordpress.com Page 16 
 

The above example is just one of the many that can be mentioned about our beloved 

teacher and scholar Shaikh ‘Ubaid (حفظه هللا), which clearly highlights how he has 

taken from his precious time to advise individuals before warning against them.  

Side note: It’s sad to mention that when ‘Abdul ‘Azeez al Rais received the private 

letter from Shaikh ‘Ubaid al Jabiree, he did not reply nor did he acknowledge that 

he read it. He himself said: 

“I did not think that he (Shaikh ‘Ubaid) wanted a reply because he did not mention 

that in his advice nor did he mention it during our phone conversations…” 

There are several reasons why this statement is unacceptable: 

1. Shaikh ‘Ubaid sent him a private letter informing him of several of his 

mistakes. From common courtesy is that he at least thanks him and informs 

him that he will review it and reply at a later time. 

2. If ‘Abdul ‘Azeez read the comments and felt that they were incorrect, why 

would he not reply to Shaikh ‘Ubaid and request to meet him to discuss the 

issues? Indeed if there is something unclear, a face-to-face meeting would 

bring about much good and it would cut off the path of the Shaytan. 

3. Shaikh ‘Ubaid is at least 25 years older than ‘Abdul ‘Azeez, and from the 

right of the elder upon his young brother is that he (‘Abdul ‘Azeez) at least 

acknowledges receiving the letter. 

4. During the introduction of Shaikh ‘Ubaid’s letter, he says toward the end: 

“… We have left many other mistakes (that we came across).”  

This statement within itself, should be a major encouragement for ‘Abdul ‘Azeez to 

reply to Shaikh ‘Ubaid because from that character of the student of knowledge, is 

that he is very eager to correct his mistakes, but to great regret, this character is 

lacking in ‘Abdul ‘Azeez, and thus he didn’t reply. 
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Not only did ‘Abdul ‘Azeez not reply to Shaikh ‘Ubaid, but he also didn’t reply to a 

student from Yemen
27

 who likewise sent him a private letter informing him of many 

of his mistakes in a book he authored on the subject of Tawheed al ‘Ulohiyah. That 

student mentioned in the introduction to his refutation, which was later published 

and spread: 

“I sent a copy of the book
28

 to my brother in Islam Shaikh ‘Abdul ‘Azeez bin Rais al 

Rais – may Allah preserve him – in the middle of Ramadan the year 1428H. by way 

of email. At the end of the introduction to the book, I requested from him to 

quickly reply, due to the great danger of being silent about this matter, being that 

his book had become widely spread. 

Month after month passed until three months had passed without any reply. I began 

to sense that the book had not reached him, so I sent an SMS message to his phone 

and once again requested that he reply, but he didn’t!”
29

 

 

The third example that we will mention is that of our teacher and scholar Shaikh 

‘Abdullah bin ‘Abdul Raheem al Bukhari (حفظه هللا). He, too, is from among our 

teachers who illustrate a sincere effort in exerting time and energy to advise 

individuals, contrary to what some may think of believe. 

Shaikh ‘Abdullah al Bukhari recently authored a refutation against Ibraheem al 

Rihaylee in which he explained how he (Ibraheem) made various mistakes in a small 

treatise titled: Al Naseehah li Shabaab.
30

  

                                                           
27

 By that Grace of Allah, he is not a blind follower Al Hajoree and in fact, he wrote a refutation against 
him in defense of the scholars of Ahlus Sunnah in Yemen titled: كشف أصول الشبه [PDF version] 
28

 He wrote a small book explaining in detail, many mistakes that ‘Abdul ‘Azeez made in one of his works 
in ‘Aqeedah. 
29

 At Tanbihat al ‘Aamah by Abul ‘Abbaas al Shihree pg. 12 [Dar al Itqaan edition] 
30

 A number of other scholars wrote similar works in refutation to the same book, from them Shaikh 
Rabe’a al Madkhali and Shaikh ‘Ubaid al Jabiree (حفظهما هللا). This work was translated into English by 
Shadeed Muhammad even though at the time of translation, he was informed that some scholars 
disagree with some of its content. Upon being informed and advised not to continue with the publishing 
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Shaikh ‘Abdullah mentioned in the beginning of his compilation: 

“I met him (Ibraheem) at a gathering that I was invited to for the purpose of 

delivering a lecture to a group of brothers from America during the year 1424H…” 

Until he states: He (Ibraheem) said: Can you read it? I replied: (If I do so) do you 

mind if I comment on it? He said: No problem. 

Shaikh ‘Abdullah continues: 

That is what I did, and I commented on it with certain issues that I noticed in the 

treatise. After a few days, I met him in the university (Islamic University of Madina) 

and I informed him that I have finished reading the book and if he would like, I will 

inform him of certain comments that I have on the book. He called me one day and 

informed me that the time was suitable for me to visit him, which I did. The 

meeting took place and I reminded him that we are brothers and from perfection of 

brotherhood is that both of us advise one another…. 

Ibraheem replied: The matter (that we are here to discuss) does not need this 

introduction. Let us begin! 

I (Shaikh ‘Abdullah) replied: The only reason why I have mentioned this 

introduction before mentioning my comments is in order to narrow and close the 

path (plots) of the Shaytan and in order to repel him.
31

 

Shaikh ‘Abdullah mentioned in his final refutation against him that he actually sat 

with him twice for the purpose of advising him, and not only that, he also wrote 

many letters to him. Once he noticed that he was unwilling to accept the advice and 

retract his mistakes, only then did he make the refutations public in order for the 

Muslims not to be misled by Ibraheem’s ill understanding and deviant ideology.  

                                                                                                                                                                             
of the book, Shadeed arrogantly replied: If those scholars have a problem with the book, let them 
approach the author. The response of Shadeed is another clear example of how people are advised, but 
they reject the advice and persist upon misguidance. 
31

 Al Ta’qibaat al Sarihah ‘Ala Risalat al Nasihah pg. 26 [Dar al Istiqamah edition] 



Responses To Common Doubts Related To Minhaj 

 

Knowledgeofislamblog.wordpress.com Page 19 
 

 

Shaikh ‘Abdullah also mentioned in the introduction to his final refutation that 

upon finishing it, he sent copies of it to: 

Shaikh Zaid al Madkhali (رمحه هللا) 

Shaikh Rabe’a al Madkhali (حفظه هللا) 

Shaikh ‘Ubaid al Jabiree (حفظه هللا) 

Shaikh ‘Ali al Faqihee (حفظه هللا) 

Shaikh Muhammad bin Hadee (حفظه هللا) 

And Shaikh Muhammad Bazmoul (حفظه هللا) 

He did so for the purpose of obtaining their feedback and comments. This action 

from Shaikh ‘Abdullah al Bukhari is another clear indication that the scholars and 

teachers are very diligent and accurate in implementing and displaying praiseworthy 

character and manners in the affair of advising individuals. Indeed our scholars and 

teachers constantly display the best of manners and etiquettes even with individuals 

who have deviated.  

Shaikhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (رمحه هللا) stated: 

“The leaders of the Sunnah and Jama’a, the scholars of knowledge and faith, they 

have knowledge, justice and mercy. They know the truth, which by way of it, they 

are in accordance to the Sunnah, and they are safe from innovations. They are just 

with those whom have deviated, even if they (those who have deviated) have 

oppressed them, as Allah, The Most High, stated: 

نَأ ُن قَْوم  عىََل أَ ))  هُُكْ ش َ رَِمن ِ ُشهََداَء ِِبلِْقْسطِ َوََل ََيْ اِمنَي َّلِله يَن أ َمنُوا ُكونُوا قَوه ِ َا اَّله  َله تَْعِدلُوا اعِْدلُوا ُهَو أَقَْرُب ََّي أَُّيُّ

َ َخِبٌْي ِبَما تَْعمَ  نه اَّلله
ِ
َ ا هُقوا اَّلله (( لُونَ ِللتهْقَوى َوات  
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{Oh you who believe! Stand firmly as just witnesses for Allah, and do not allow the 

enmity and hatred of the people to make you become unjust. Be just, it is closer to 

taqwa. Fear Allah, indeed He is all aware of what you do.}  

Surah al Maidah: 8 

They have mercy upon the creation and they want good for them, guidance and 

knowledge. The do not initially intend evil for them, rather, if they punish them
32

 

and clarify their mistakes, their ignorance and their oppression, the intention is to 

clarify the truth, have mercy upon the creation, and enjoin the good and forbid the 

evil. Their (the scholars’) intent is so that the religion is solely for Allah and so that 

the Word of Allah is the utmost.
33

 

This is what is befitting for every individual who has knowledge of this deen and 

calls to it. This is the fruit of the knowledge that we have obtained, and because of 

this, the scholars and teachers are praised in the Quran and Sunnah.  

This is what our scholars and teachers are upon and by the Grace of Allah, those 

who have taken from them and are praised by them also implement this character. 

The brothers who have travelled to sit with the Imams of Ahlus Sunnah of our 

times, the likes of Shaikh ‘Abdul ‘Azeez bin Baaz (رمحه هللا), Shaikh Muqbil (رمحه هللا), 

Shaikh Rabe’a (حفظه هللا), Shaikh Saleh al Fowzan (حفظه هللا) Shaikh ‘Ubaid (حفظه هللا), 

etc. are upon the same character. This is what we have witnessed from our brothers 

in gatherings with them, and this is why they have been praised by the scholars and 

by their peers.  

May Allah reward our Salafi brothers who are teaching their communities
34

 and 

cultivating the people, for indeed their job is strenuous, but their reward is great 

with Allah if they are sincere. We pray they continue their work in calling people to 

the religion of Allah and warning from deviant individual and ideologies, for verily 
                                                           
32

 This is the role of the Muslim rulers. 
33

 Al Istigatha fil Rad ‘Ala al Bakree pg. 251 [Dar al Minhaj print]. 
34

 The likes of the brothers at SP in the UK and Germantown Masjid in Philadelphia, USA. 
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this religion is established upon purification and cultivation, which requires that the 

teachers teach what is correct, along with warning from what is incorrect. We also 

pray that the people who speak ill of our scholars and teachers cease doing so.
35

 

Upon completing the article, we visited our scholar and teacher Shaikh Dr. ‘Ali bin 

Yahya al Hadadee (حفظه هللا). The Shaikh added the following comments: 

1. It’s important to mention that once a mistake becomes public and 

widespread, it is not mandatory upon the scholar to advise the individual 

before refuting him. This is something the scholars do because of their 

gentleness and genuine want for good, but it is not mandatory that they 

advise first. 

2. The scholars have displayed great effort in advising individuals, and even 

thought this is done, (with great regret) you still have those who speak ill of 

them and criticize them! 

3. Years ago, when Shaikh Rabe’a (حفظه هللا) visited Riyadh in 1426H. during 

the question and answer session at the end of one of his lessons, it was said 

to him: 

People say that you don’t advise individuals before warning against them.  

Shaikh ‘Ali commented: When this was said, Shaikh Rabe’a spent an elongated 

amount of time informing of his detailed history in advising individuals, 

including: 

 Salman al ‘Uoda 

 Mahmoud al Haddad 

 Safar Hawalee 

And many more.  
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Shaikh ‘Ali concluding our gathering by saying: This article is good and accurate. 

May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon His final Prophet and Messenger 

Muhammad, and upon his family members and companions. 

Mustafa George DeBerry 

Riyadh, K.S.A 

28 Sha’ban 1435 | June 26, 2014  


