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The Prophet صلى الله عليه و سلم  stated in the hadith of ‘Abdullah b. Amr b. al ‘Aas  

ِإن� الل�َه الَ َيْقِبُض اْلِعْلَم اْنِتَزاًعا َيْنَتِزُعُه ِمَن الن�اِس َوَلِكْن َيْقِبُض اْلِعْلَم ِبَقْبِض اْلُعَلَماِء َحت�ى ِإَذا
 َلْم َيْتُرْك َعاِلًما ات�َخَذ الن�اُس ُرُءوًسا ُجه�اًال َفُسِئُلوا َفَأْفَتْوا ِبَغْيِر ِعْلٍم َفَضل�وا َوَأَضل�وا

“Indeed Allah will not remove knowledge by removing it from the people, but rather
He will remove it by taking the scholars. Until no scholars remain, and the people
take ignorant individuals as their leaders. They lead others astray, and they are

astray.” Sahih al Bukhari and Sahih Muslim 

On the 2nd of Jamad al Akhir the year 1443H corresponding to the 5th of January
2022 our beloved teacher and esteemed scholar, Shaykh Salih bin Muhammed al
Luhaydan returned to his Lord.  

Having spent over 12 years studying with our beloved Shaykh, we felt it was upon us
to share some beautiful moments in the company of the Shaykh. Through these
short accounts, we hope others can learn more about him, the knowledge he
possessed, his exemplary character, his beautiful nature, impeccable  manners, and
tremendous love for teaching and spreading Tawheed and Sunnah. The
information below is merely a few summarized points that crossed the mind after 
 hearing about his death. Hopefully, in the future we intend to publish further
materials regarding the life and teachings of the Shaykh, by the permission of Allah
 .عز و جل

Background  of The Shaykh: 
Shaykh Salih bin Muhammed al Luhaydan was born in the area of Bukariyah,
located in Qassim in 1350H corresponding to 1931. After obtaining his bachelors in
Shari’ah, followed by his masters, he worked as a secretary for the renowned
Shaykh and Grant Mufti of Saudi Arabia at that time (Shaykh Muhammed Ibrahim
ala Shaykh). Shaykh Luhaydan then went on to become one of the highest judges in
the courts of Saudi Arabia. He held this position until his retirement in 2009. In
addition to this, he was a member of the Commission of Senior scholars of Saudi
Arabia until he passed away. Our noble Shaykh would issue rulings and clarify the
truth to the people, benefiting thousands of people all over the world. 



Shaykh Salih al Luhaydan's Love For Shaykh Ghudayan: 
 
Once during a lesson with Shaykh Ghudayan (رحمه الله), I recall many years ago
while sitting with the Shaykh him smiling at someone walking towards the entrance
of his masjid. When I turned to see who he was smiling at, I noticed  that it was his
brother and close friend Shaykh Salih al Luhaydan. This happened occasionally
while sitting with Shaykh Ghudayan (رحمه الله). I also remember that this took place
while we were sitting in a lesson with Shaykh Salih. It was at this point, I realized they
had a very good relationship. 

 A Major Scholar Who Dedicated His Time To Western Students: 
 
Shortly after the death of Shaykh Abdullah al Ghudayan (رحمه الله) in 1431H
corresponding to 2010, we wrote a letter to Shaykh Salih al Luhaydan informing him
that the western Salafi community residing in Riyadh used to have lessons with
Shaykh Abdullah al Ghudayan (رحمه الله). We asked whether it would be possible to
learn from Shaykh Salih since Shaykh Abdullah had passed away. When Shaykh
Salih al Luhaydan read the letter, he placed the paper down and raised his two
index fingers together, indicating how close him and Shaykh Abdullah al Ghudayan
were. The Shaykh humbly accepted and said he would fulfil our request, asking
which book we would like to study. It was agreed that we would commence the
study of Kitaab at Tawheed by Shaykh Muhammed bin Abdul Wahhab (رحمه الله).
By the grace and mercy of Allah, we began studying the book with the Shaykh every
Sunday after Salatul Isha in the Shaykh's local masjid close to his home.  

Books Studied With Live Translation With The Shaykh: 

1.     Kitaab al Tawheed (completed)
https://knowledgeofislamblog.wordpress.com/audios/kitaab-ut-tawheed/ 

2.     Al Aqeedah al Wasitiyah (completed)
https://knowledgeofislamblog.wordpress.com/audios/aqeedatul-waasitiyyah/ 

3.     Adaab al Meshi il Salat (The Manner of Walking to the prayer) we completed
half of the book before the Shaikh became sick a few years ago
https://knowledgeofislamblog.wordpress.com/audios/the-etiquettes-of-walking-to-
prayer/ 

I will share the links of the above recordings so others can benefit from the
tremendous works of the Shaykh.  

 
 

https://knowledgeofislamblog.wordpress.com/audios/kitaab-ut-tawheed/
https://knowledgeofislamblog.wordpress.com/audios/aqeedatul-waasitiyyah/
https://knowledgeofislamblog.wordpress.com/audios/the-etiquettes-of-walking-to-prayer/


Light of Knowledge In The Dark:
 
I recall a beautiful memory of the time when the electricity cut off in his masjid
during one of our lessons. We expected the lessons to end, but instead the brothers
used the lights from their mobile phones and the Shaykh continued to teach in the
dark. After a few questions were answered, he decided to stop. He had only stopped
because the females in the sisters' section weren’t able to hear the lesson. How
merciful and patient he was! 
 
The Shaykh had a unique way of concluding his lessons. He would make abundant
dua for the attendees, their families, the rulers, and the Muslim Ummah. This was
the case every lesson. He also had a unique manner of deliverance when reminding
his students about Allah and the hereafter. There was never a knowledge based
sitting except that the Shaykh would remind the students of taqwah and seeking
nearness to Allah and striving to please Him. The Shaykh's lessons were filled with
knowledge, heart-warming reminders, and concluded with dua for the attendees.
What more could a person ask from a scholar? 
 
Shaykh Salih al Luhaydan's Manner of Teaching:
 
His manner of teaching was similar to the other senior scholars. We would read the
chapter to him and he would repeat it sentence after sentence. He would then
explain the chapter and clarify it for us. Upon completing the explanation in Arabic,
along with the translation, we would ask questions related to the chapter, and then
conclude by asking general questions. During the winter months, the lessons would
begin at around 7:15PM and would go on for approximately an hour and a half. The
Shaykh was extremely merciful, polite and patient with the questions posed.
Occasionally, I would attempt to stop asking further questions so that he may
return home and rest, but he insisted on answering more questions. During these
lessons, it was important for us to be highly accurate and precise in translating and
conveying the speech of the Shaykh, and this would sometimes be quite a long
process. Despite this, the class would continue for an hour and a half or longer, and
the Shaykh would remain patient. Occasionally the Shaykh would become drowsy
during the translation period. When I noticed this, I would try to conclude the
translation quickly, and advise the Shaykh to return home and rest. Whenever I
would say “no need to take questions tonight O Shaykh”, Shaykh Luhaydan would
refuse and say, “start asking the questions!” 
 
  
  

 



  
Beautiful Characteristics of Shaykh Salih al Luhaydan:

The Shaykh would habitually leave his home immediately after the athan and enter
the masjid, praying 2 rakats to greet the masjid. He would then sit and recite the
Quran until it was time to pray. When someone would attempt to pose a question
before the prayer, the Shaykh would humbly ask the person to wait until after the
prayer, so that he could pray and recite Quran between the athan and the iqamah. 
 
Shaykh Salih al Luhaydan was extremely generous. Whenever a person approached
him seeking financial aid, the Shaykh would immediately offer cash and give to the
person. On one occasion, I remember witnessing several beggars standing opposite
the Shaykh’s masjid, he gave money to one of us and instructed us to give to the
person standing further away, while he gave to the person standing at the door
from which the Shaykh would exit. 

Once the Shaykh was presented with a book as a gift, and the book contained an
introduction by Shaykh Hasan al Banna (رحمه الله). When the Shaykh read Shaykh
Hasan’s name, he said: “His brother was my teacher”, referring to Shaykh
Muhammed al Banna (رحمه الله).  

 
I recall years ago when a group of Salafi brothers from the UAE were visiting Riyadh
and asked for a meeting with the Shaykh, he agreed and sat with them in his masjid
answering their questions and benefitting them for some time.  
 
I remember a time when Shaykh Rabee’ (حفظه الله) wanted to deliver some papers
and a personal letter to Shaykh Luhaydan through an individual from Riyadh. He
called me and asked me when was the best time to visit the Shaykh. I informed him
of the best time, and he came with the letter from Shaykh Rabee’. The Shaykh sat
with him for some time while the individual explained some things to Shaykh
Luhaydan and then we left the masjid. He was extremely generous with his time.
Whenever anyone from abroad would request a lecture with the Shaykh, his only
question was: "What time do they want it?" I was always amazed that he never
refused anyone nor excused himself.  

On an occasion, my former CEO wanted to conduct a business transaction, but he
was unsure of its permissibility. He asked me to present documents to Shaykh
Luhaydan and seek some advice. The Shaykh took the documents home with him,
and I visited him after a day or so. I was surprised that the shaykh had already
prepared an answer by this time. I conveyed the information to the CEO and he was
extremely happy that the Shaykh took his time to read the documents and provided
an answer within a very short period. He was a major scholar to the world,  and
despite his busy schedule, he always gave time to people who needed clarity
concerning our deen.  
 



Shaykh Muhammed bin Saleh al Uthaymeen 
Shaykh Abdullah al Aqeel 
Shaykh Abdullah al Ghudayan 
And finally Shaykh Saleh al Luhaydan 

The Shaykh was aware of the latest books, the best and recent prints. He would
frequently mention this during his lessons and encouraged his students to search
for new prints in the bookstores. He mentioned that one of the best explanations for
al Aqeedah al Wasitiyah is the explanation of Shaykh Abdul Azeez al Rasheed (رحمه
who was one of his teachers when he was young. I first heard of this ,(الله
explanation mentioned to me over 10 years ago by Shaykh Ubaid al Jabiriee (حفظه
  .who also mentioned that it was one of the best explanations  (الله
 
The Shaykh constantly mentioned his scholars in his lessons, the likes of Shaykh
Muhammad Ibrahim, Shaykh Muhammed Shanqitee, and Shaykh Abdul Azeez bin
Baaz رحمهم الله جميعا 
 
I remember once, one of the other senior scholars in the city was asked about a
man praying at home with his wife standing next to him, instead of behind him. The
other senior scholar believed this was permissible for the supererogatory prayer.
However, Shaykh Luhaydan corrected this and mentioned that the proofs indicate
that the place of prayer for a woman is behind the man, not next to him. I recall the
Shaykh saying: “I know there are some noble scholars that hold the opinion that the
female can pray next to her husband, and they have mentioned this recently, but
this opinion isn’t correct.” The Shaykh was smiling when he uttered this statement.
Look how merciful, gentle and patient he was even when it came to difference of
opinion in fiqh. 

The Shaykh loved teaching and calling the people to the truth. During the vacation
period, in Riyadh, he would travel to Mecca and teach in the Haram for the duration
of his stay. In fact, we noticed that this was the habit of the scholars from Riyadh
and Qassim to travel to Mecca during vacations and give regular lessons in the
Haram there. From those scholars who did so during our time: 
 

 May Allah have mercy on them all.
 
A year ago, I visited the Shaykh during Hajj season  and he said: “I normally would
be in Mecca teaching now, but I’m unable because of my health.” 
 



During one of the school breaks in Riyadh, we asked the Shaykh if we could conduct
a program in his masjid to help the youth memorize mutoon (Nawaqid al Islam,
Usool al Thalatha, 40 Hadith of Nawawi, etc.) The Shaykh agreed and supplicated
for the teachers and attendees.  
 

The Shaykh had a great amount of love and respect for Shaykh Rabee’ ibn Hadee
and praised him openly. When asked about what some people say concerning
Shaykh Rabee’ of dispraise the Shaykh said, “They don’t like the fact that he refutes
the innovators and deviants.” Shaykh Rabee' (حفظه الله)  said: "When Shaykh
Fawzan and Shaykh Luhaydan die, the world will become dark. I hope I pass away
before them!” 
 
These are merely a few summarized points of benefit that came to mind after
hearing of the death of the Shaykh. A noble man, one who dedicated his entire life
teaching and calling to the truth.  Millions of people are saddened by his departure
and thousands attended his Janazah prayer. The roads were blocked off and the
masjid was busier than Eid! The ummah lost one of the greatest living scholars and
he will truly be missed. We ask Allah with His Magnificent Names and Attributes to
have mercy upon Shaykh Salih bin Muhammed al Luhaydan and give place him the
highest level of Jennah with the Prophet, Messengers, the martyrs and the
righteous.  
 
Your brother in Islam,
Abu Ismael Mustafa bin George DeBerry 
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
4Jamad al Akhir 1443H – January 7, 2022 


